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By Spencer Lanoue 
https://tailwise.co/the-ultimate-guide-to-irish-
setter-haircuts/ 
 
If you’re a proud owner of an Irish Setter, 
you know just how beautiful their coat can 
be. However, maintaining their fur can be 
quite a task. In this ultimate guide, we will 
explore everything you need to know about 
Irish Setter haircuts, from understanding 
their unique coat to step-by-step grooming 
techniques and common haircut styles. So, 
let’s dive in and ensure your Irish Setter 
looks their absolute best! 

 

Understanding the Irish 
Setter’s Coat 

Before we delve into the world of haircuts, 
it’s important to understand the unique 
characteristics of an Irish Setter’s fur. Their 
coat is known for its silky, medium-length 
hair that flows beautifully. It’s also worth 
noting that Irish Setters have a double coat – 
a dense undercoat and a longer, feathered 
topcoat. This double coat helps protect them 
from various weather conditions. 

Irish Setters have beautiful reddish-golden 
fur, and their coats require regular grooming 
to maintain their stunning appearance. Now, 
let’s discuss the importance of grooming for 
Irish Setters. 

Grooming plays a crucial role in keeping an 
Irish Setter’s coat healthy and looking its 
best. Regular brushing is necessary to 
prevent matting and tangling of the long, 
feathered hair. It also helps to remove any 
loose hair and distribute the natural oils 

produced by the skin, which keeps the coat 
shiny and moisturized. 

Aside from brushing, Irish Setters also 
benefit from regular bathing. This helps to 
keep their coat clean and free from dirt, 
debris, and any potential skin irritants. When 
bathing an Irish Setter, it’s important to use a 
high-quality dog shampoo that is gentle on 
their skin and coat. After bathing, thorough 
drying is essential to prevent any moisture 
from getting trapped in the dense undercoat, 
which could lead to skin issues. 

In addition to brushing and bathing, Irish 
Setters may require professional grooming to 
maintain their coat’s shape and length. 
Trimming the hair around their ears, paws, 
and tail can help prevent matting and keep 
them looking neat and tidy. Some owners 
also opt for regular haircuts to manage the 
length of their Setter’s hair, especially during 
warmer months when a shorter coat can 
help keep them cool. 

It’s important to note that grooming an Irish 
Setter is not just about aesthetics. Regular 
grooming sessions also provide an 
opportunity to check for any signs of skin 
issues, such as dryness, redness, or 
irritation. It allows owners to inspect their 
Setter’s ears, eyes, and teeth for any signs 
of infection or dental problems. Grooming 
sessions can also serve as bonding time 
between the owner and their beloved Irish 
Setter, strengthening their relationship and 
trust. 

In conclusion, the Irish Setter’s coat is a 
remarkable feature that requires regular 
grooming to maintain its beauty and health. 
From brushing and bathing to professional 
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Bathing is also an important part of grooming 
your Irish Setter. However, it is essential to 
use a dog-specific shampoo that is gentle on 
their skin and coat. Avoid using human 
shampoos as they can strip away the natural 
oils and cause skin dryness or irritation. It is 
recommended to bathe your Irish Setter 
every 4-6 weeks or as needed, depending on 
their activity level and outdoor adventures. 

Furthermore, grooming sessions provide an 
opportunity to check for any abnormalities or 
health issues. While brushing, pay attention 
to any lumps, bumps, or skin irritations. If you 
notice anything unusual, it is best to consult 
with your veterinarian for further examination 
and guidance. 

Remember to make grooming a positive 
experience for your Irish Setter. Use treats, 
praise, and gentle handling to create a calm 
and enjoyable atmosphere. Taking the time 
to groom your Irish Setter regularly will not 
only keep them looking their best but will also 
contribute to their overall well-being and 
happiness. 

Now, let’s move on to the essential tools 
you’ll need for successful haircuts! 

 

Essential Tools for Irish 
Setter Haircuts 

When it comes to giving your Irish Setter a 
haircut, having the right tools is essential. 
Let’s take a look at two important tools: 
clippers and brushes/combs. 

 

 

grooming and haircuts, taking care of an 
Irish Setter’s coat goes beyond aesthetics – 
it promotes their overall well-being and 
strengthens the bond between owner and 
pet. 

 

The Importance of Regular 
Grooming for Irish Setters 

Grooming is a crucial part of keeping your 
Irish Setter healthy and comfortable. Regular 
brushing helps prevent matting and tangling 
of their fur, ensuring it stays smooth and free 
from knots. It also helps distribute their 
natural oils, keeping their coat shiny and 
reducing the chances of skin irritations. 

Not only does grooming keep them looking 
their best, but it also serves as an 
opportunity for you to bond with your furry 
friend. Regular grooming sessions help your 
Irish Setter relax and feel loved. 

During grooming sessions, it is important to 
pay attention to their ears. Irish Setters are 
prone to ear infections, so regular cleaning 
and inspection are necessary. Gently wipe 
the inside of their ears with a damp cloth or 
use a veterinarian-recommended ear 
cleaning solution to prevent any buildup of 
wax or debris. 

In addition to brushing and ear care, nail 
trimming is another essential aspect of 
grooming for Irish Setters. Long nails can be 
uncomfortable for your dog and may cause 
them pain when walking or running. Regular 
nail trims, using a dog nail clipper or grinder, 
will help keep their paws healthy and prevent 
any potential injuries. 
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Choosing the Right Clippers for Your 
Irish Setter 

Investing in a high-quality pair of clippers is 
crucial for a professional-looking Irish Setter 
haircut. Look for clippers specifically 
designed for thick and medium-to-long hair. 
Opt for clippers with adjustable blade 
lengths, making it easier to achieve different 
hair lengths. 

 

Brushes and Combs: What Works 
Best for Irish Setters 

Alongside clippers, having the right brushes 
and combs is equally important. A slicker 
brush works wonders for removing loose fur 
and tangles, while a wide-toothed comb is 
ideal for gentle detangling. Remember to 
choose tools that cater to your Irish Setter’s 
specific needs. 

Now that we have our tools ready, let’s move 
on to the step-by-step process of giving your 
Irish Setter a haircut! 

 

Step-by-Step Guide to 
Giving Your Irish Setter a 
Haircut 

Preparing Your Irish Setter for a Haircut: 

1. Start by bathing your Irish Setter to 
ensure their coat is clean and free 
from any dirt or debris. 

2. Gently dry your Setter’s coat before 
proceeding with the haircut. Make 
sure they are comfortable and relaxed 
throughout the process. 

Cutting Techniques for Irish Setter Hair: 

· Begin by carefully trimming the hair 
around their ears, paws, and tail, 
using caution to avoid cutting the skin. 

· Using the clippers, follow the direction 
of hair growth to achieve an even cut. 
Use longer blade lengths for a more 
natural look, or shorter lengths for a 
neater appearance. 

· Pay attention to any matting or 
tangles and gently remove them with 
a brush or comb as you go. 

Post-Haircut Care for Your Irish Setter: 

1. Once the haircut is complete, reward 
your Irish Setter with treats and lots of 
praise for their good behavior. 

2. Inspect their coat for any missed 
spots or uneven areas. Touch up as 
needed until you achieve the desired 
look. 

3. Finish off by brushing their coat once 
again to remove any loose hairs. 

Now that you know the step-by-step process, 
let’s explore some popular Irish Setter 
haircut styles! 

 

Common Irish Setter 
Haircut Styles 

The Classic Irish Setter Cut 

The classic Irish Setter cut maintains the 
natural length and flow of their fur, while still 
keeping it neatly trimmed. It’s a timeless look 
that accentuates their elegance. 
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The Puppy Cut for Younger Irish 
Setters 

If you have a younger Irish Setter, the puppy 
cut is a popular choice. This style involves 
trimming their fur to a shorter length, making 
maintenance easier while still showcasing 
their adorable features. 

 

The Show Cut for Competition Ready 
Irish Setters 

For those planning to enter their Irish Setter 
in competitions, the show cut is a must. This 
style requires meticulous grooming, with 
specific attention to feathered legs, a well-
groomed tail, and a sculpted head. 
Showcuts are best left to professional 
groomers for optimal results. 

Now that you’re familiar with different haircut 
styles, it’s equally important to maintain your 
Irish Setter’s coat health between haircuts! 

 

Maintaining Your Irish 
Setter’s Coat Health 

Regular Brushing and Combing 

Brushing your Irish Setter’s coat regularly 
can prevent matting and tangling. Aim for at 
least once a week, or even more frequently if 
your Setter’s coat requires it. By removing 
loose fur and distributing natural oils, you’ll 
keep their coat healthy and reduce the 
chances of skin irritations. 

 

 

Diet and Supplements for a Healthy 
Coat 

A proper diet plays a significant role in 
maintaining your Irish Setter’s coat health. 
Ensure they receive a balanced diet rich in 
essential nutrients. Additionally, consult with 
your veterinarian regarding coat-specific 
supplements, if necessary. 

 

When to Seek Professional 
Grooming Help 

While you can handle regular haircuts, there 
may be instances where professional 
grooming assistance is required. If you’re 
unsure about specific techniques or need 
expert styling for show competitions, don’t 
hesitate to seek the help of a professional 
groomer. 

With these tips and techniques, you’re now 
well-equipped to tackle Irish Setter haircuts 
with confidence. Remember, grooming 
should be a mutually enjoyable experience 
for both you and your furry friend. Happy 
styling! 

 

For further information on the breed, please visit the 
Irish Setter Club of America at  www.irishsetterclub.org 

Or the AKC at  www.akc.org 


